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MADURAI SEED

Annual Report 2012- 2013

Presented by
A.S. Karthikbharathi, Managing Trustee

It is a privilege for me to present the 7" Annual Report summarizing our activities
and developments during the last year. More importantly MADURAI SEED assists
underprivileged children and young people in education, developing skills and thereby
building a meaningful life for them and becoming a productive member of the society.

It is with great pleasure that MADURAI SEED is rendering its services to the
underprivileged section of the society for the past 14 years. You can see the impact of its
intervention among its graduates. They are also engaging in bringing these experiences to
children in their community.

| remember the support and guidance of fellow trustees, volunteers, advisors,
donors, Friends of MADURAI SEED, Asha for Education, and Kantonsschule Freudenberg.
The effort of every one of you makes a change in the lives of disadvantaged children and
young people. We seek your continuous support in our mission in the succeeding years too.

Beneficiaries List 2012-2013

Beneficiaries Activities through the Program Male | Female | Total
Holistic Educational Centres, Library,
Children Magazine and Club Activities, semi
orphan scholarship and other 295 163 | 458

scholarship Personality Development
Programs, Slow Learner Children
Program in 2 schools

Holistic Educational Centre, Library,

Young People Magazine and Club Activities, 18 11 29
Personality Development Programs

Benefited families 400

Semi Orphan Children 45 19 64

Semi Orphan Young People 04 02 06

Children & Young People Educational Scholarship fees, 55 30 85

Sponsoring note books, uniforms,
stationeries, etc.

Children Sponsoring note books, stationeries.etc. 64 26 20
Children Providing Interest For Saving

Young people Rotational Fund 17 09 26
Community Blood donation 03
Children Helped for XI Admission 16 06 22

Guidance and Help for UG & PG College

Young People Admission 11 08 19
Benefited Areas 09
Schools 31
Colleges 16
Community Providing of children Journals 500

Community Young people Journals 500
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ARANGAM BOYS GIRLS TOT
'VANDUGAL 55 53 108
VERGAL 66 25 118
KANAVUGAL 68 21 89
Semi Orphan Children Scholarship Beneficiaries in

Schools 13 9 22
T.S.U.M. School 8 0
Elango Corporation School 5 3

Anupanadi Corporation School

Corporation School Slow Learner Program

Elango Corporation School 50 0 50
Anupanadi Corporation School 30 25 55
TOTAL 295 163 458

Holistic Education Centres

MADURAI SEED is rendering educational services through holistic education centres to the
children and young people of Karumbalai, and the nearby S.M. Nagar, P.T.Colony, Indira
Nagar, Mathichiyam, Anupanadi, Sinthamani, Tallakulam and Managiri

Children Education Centres

There are three children education centres functioning in Karumbalai. These centres take
care of every individual child, identify their problems and assist them in school education.
Volunteers are there to help them like a pal.

Children List ARANGAM | BOYS | GIRLS | TOTAL

VANDUGAL | 55 53 108
VERGAL 66 52 118
KANAVUGAL = 68 21 89
TOTAL | 189 126 | 315

Higher Secondary Students:

Group | Maths- Maths- Science | Arts Commerce- Engineering Total
Biology | Computer Accountancy
X1 M F M E M = M| F | M F M F M F o1
(o] o 2 1 (o] (o] 0|2 |8 3 6 (0] 16 | 06 | 22
X <} (0] 3 (o] 1 1 1 1 8 1 2] (0] 18 | 03 | 21
Rank Holders List: std Name No. of
Children
Xl | Muthumurugan, Gowtham, Sumathi 03
X1 | Sharmila, Karthik. MuthuGanesh, Suresh , Kannan, 04
X | Ramesh, Girija, Vanniya Priya 03
IX | wasimKhan,Srinath,Ramakrishnan, Gayathri 04
Vil | Vindhya, Singa Prabhu, Sanjay 04
VIl | Anantha Jothi, Shibora, Sandhya 03
V1| Jerk, Jeevanadham, Mukesh 03
V | Selva Kamalesh, Santhosh, Parveen 03

Total Number of Children 27
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HOLISTIC EDUCATION CENTRES
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10" std results:

All 16 students (12 boys and
4 girls) of MADURAI SEED
| passed the exams. Among |
them, 11 are the first
. persons in their family
finishing 10" std. All sixteen
have joined in 11" std and
continue to come to|
MADURAI SEED regularly.

Sharmila 443/500 88.6% This is the second mark in her school
Karthik 418/500- 83.6%
Muthuganesh 381/500- 76.2%

12" Std results

13 students from MADURAI SEED wrote the higher secondary exams. All have passed. 7 of
them scored above 80% of marks (More than 1000 out of 1200 marks).

Manicka Raja 1106/1200- 92%
Janaki Devi 1085/1200- 90%

Thilagavathy 1045/1200- 87%
Karpaga Selvi 1033/1200- 86%
Norul Hassan 1015/1200- 85%
Udhaya Raja 1014/1200- 85%
Ramki 1010/1200- 84%

Congratulations!

Educational guidance to pursue college education is given to all of them. 9 people are

provided with scholarships. Those 9 people have just started their service as teaching

volunteers in MADURAI SEED. 5 joined in engineering courses, 6 joined in B.Com

courses, 1 joined in BBA, and another in Tamil.

¢ Among 13, seven people scored above 1000 marks out of 1200. It is the proof of
our teaching volunteer's effort.

e Among 13 students in XII" std, 9 are first generation students studying this level.

* Without any dropout, all people are doing their graduate education
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e Thilagavathi is the first Karumbalai student availed a merit seat in ECE department
in Thiagarajar College of Engineering. (Previously one of our volunteer Vijay did EEE
in that college). At the moment, three of our young people had allotted government
merit seats (Vijay, Maheswari, Thilagavathi). All of them belonged to the Dalit
community. We are proud that all of them are beneficiaries of MADURAI SEED.

Young People Education Centre

Thedalgal Arangam:

There is one centre for young people, Thedalgal Arangam, which literally means search,
working with the motto of learning life skills - getting leadership experience - making career
and giving social commitment. Now, this group has 31 members. Young people who are in the
colleges and technical schools are provided with personality development programs and
activities. With hard work, continuous trying, skills, confidence, discipline, planning and
dedication, the young people find the meaning of life.

ARTS Engineering B.Ed Total
Degree | Male | Female | Male | Female | Male | Female
UG 04 08 04 02 02 03 23
PG 06 00 06
Total 10 08 04 02 02 03 29
Graduate Years | Male | Female | Total Details of First Generation
Under Graduate | | 05 04 09 College Going Young People
Arts, Engineering | || 00 06 06
I" 01 00 01 YEAR Male | Female | Total
v 00 02 02 Under 05 11 16
U.G, B.Ed I 02 03 05 Graduate
Post Graduate | 04 00 04 oy oE o5 T
I 02 02 Graduate
Total 13 15 29 S e 5

Building
up a powerful women community - Girl Volunteers
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Details of Young People in Thedalgal Arangam
Young People involved in Teaching Children
No | Name Subject Course | Year Institute
1 | Ganesh Kumar Maths M.Sc, PG II Sowrastra College
B.Ed
2 | Muthu pandi.K Commerce | M.COM PG- | Wakf board college
3 | Ramaraj Business MBA PG- 1 MISS College
Administration

4 | Saravana Kumar. P | Civil BE UG-Iv K.L.N. Engineering College

5 | Thangalakshmi.M | English B.A, B.Ed | Teacher TVS Teachers Academy
Training

6 | Karpagajothi.C English B.A, B.Ed | Teacher TVS Teachers Academy
Training

7 | Mohan. O Tamil B.A, B.Ed | Teacher TVS Teachers Academy
Training

8 | Arunkumar.C English BA UG-l The American college

9 | Astalakshmi.P Tamil BA UG-l Yadhava college

10 | Murugeswari.s History BA UG-l Meenakshi college

11 | Parvathi.K Tamil BA UG-l Meenakshi college

12 | Priya.V History BA UG-l Meenakshi college

13 | Divyabharathi.V | English BA UG-l Meenakshi college

14 | Ramki. P Civil BE UG- | PSNA Engineering College

15 | Thilagavathi. K ECE BE UG- | Thiyagarajar Engineering

College

16 | Saranya. R Commerce | B.COM UG- | Wakf Board College

17 | Karpaga Selvi. N | Commerce | B.COM UG- | Meenakshi College

18 | Janaki Devi Commerce | B.COM UG- | Meenakshi College

19 | Ajith Kumar. M Business BBA UG- | Thiyagarajar College

Administration
20 |Bala Murugan.P | Commerce |B.Com UG- | Wakf Board College
21 | Nagoor Raja. S Tamil BA UG- | American College
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Young People doing education outside MADURAI SEED

Ramachandran.N Sociology M.A PG-II Madurai college

Baskar raja.R Tourism MTM PG-II MKU college

Sivagurunathan. M Social Work | MSW PG- | MISS College

Suganya devi.R Zoology B.Sc, B.Ed Teacher TVS Teachers Academy
Training

Alagiri. K Tamil B.A, B.Ed Teacher Royal College of Education
Training

Magudapathi.M Civil BE UG-Iv S.I.T. Engineering College

Maheswari.P ECE BE UG-l A.C.Tech, Karaikudi

Manikaraja. M ECE BE UG- | PSNA Engineering College

Details of Young People involved in supporting children

Arangam Part-time  Teaching Activity  Total
Coordinator  Volunteers  Volunteers
Vandugal 1 4 2 7
Vergal 1 4 2 7
Kanavugal 1 6 1 8
TOTAL 03 14 5 22

TEAM- MADURAI SEED
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Achievements:

Post Graduate Students 06
Under Graduate Students 12
Teachers 05
Engineers 06

22 are the first generation graduates

Teaching Volunteers Ratio (male: female)9;12
Young People Beneficiaries Ratio (male: female)- 15:14

¢ Talking of the ratio of teaching volunteers, the women volunteers exceed the
men volunteers. This is also a ray of hope in women's education.

¢ In the previous years, the number of young people doing Post Graduation was
one per year. This year it reached 4.

e Young people who finished college education in the previous years like
Murugapandi, Ashok, Marimuthu, P.Manikandan, Maruthupandi and Pandiyarajan
gathered as a group and initiated a small business named “SOURCE” for
painting, plumping, electrical and mechanical works. Without the anticipation
for government jobs, in the course time of waiting for a permanent job, this self
employment effort also gives them a good earning. We also emphasize this
attitude as one of our stories of success.

 Among 8 who finished their college studies this year, 6 are first persons in their
family studied up to this level.

Corporation School Program

This program aims to develop basic
_knowledge in Tamil, English, and
« Maths to who don't have the required
L skills for their class level. In order to
prevent them from drop-out and
downgrade. MADURAI SEED is giving
#them individual attention and
_learning tools. Elango Corporation
I School and Anupanadi Corporation

e . ~ School is benefiting from this
Corporation School Slow Learner Male | Female | Total program. Both are public schools run

Program by the government.

Elango Corporation School | 50 0/ 50

Anupanadi Corporation School | 30 B 5
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Sponsorship Program

KFR Scholarship Fund

KFR, a school in Zurich, and MADURAI SEED have setup a scholarship program for
orphan/semi orphan children and young people. The reasoning behind this program is that
fees and lack of educational things shouldn't be a barrier to their education as they are from
a poor economic background. Children of MADURAI SEED, T.S.U.M. High school, Elango
Corporation School, Anupanadi Corporation School benefited from this program. Children
were provided with school fees, uniforms, bags, note-books and other things.

% *ADURAI SEED .

512 " -
At Elango Corporation Hr.Sec. School at Anupanadi Corporation High School
Beneficiaries of orphan/semi orphan Fund:

Details Male | Female | Total
Children in MADURAI SEED Education 19 07 26
Centres

Young People in MADURAI SEED Centres 04 02 06
T.S.U.M. School 13 09 22
Elango Corporation School 08 00 08
Anupanadi Corporation School 05 03 08
Total Beneficiaries 49 21 70
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Date Place Particulars
02.07.12 T.S.U.M. High School Head Mistress. Geetha, Correspondent.
Andiyappan

MADURAI SEED Trustee. V. Mariammal provided
the scholarships to children.

03.07.12 MADURAI SEED Education Trustee. V.Mariammal, Former Seed Volunteer

Centres Chella Pandi took part in the Scholarship

Providing Function.

04.07.12 Elango Corporation School Assistant Head Mistress. Chithra provided the
scholarships

05.07.12 Anupanadi Corporation School Head Mistress. Prema provided the scholarships

Other Scholarships

Studies Male | Female | Total
11" std 01 01 02
College 1™ year | 01 02 03
Engineering 01 01 02
B.ED 01 03 04
Total 04 07 11
e 0n 04.04.12, breakfast and
Provided with Educational equipments examination things were
Std Details Male | Female | Total provided to 10" students, on
College | Note Books/ 18 |11 29 ;':Iii;acloe?;"rs"cement of
§:| lélpal:ioorrr]!;i:e(;u1desl }3 gg %:J e On 01'.03..13, br'eakfast and
X 1 0% 20 exarr)mat]on tlmngs were
provided to 12" students, on
Total 64 26 90 their commencement of

annual exam.
Endowment Prizes

Our Trustee Ms. Mariammal is awarding Endowment Prizes to high mark scorers in 10" and
12" std every year as a honour and encouragement to the awardees. Other children get
inspiration to score well by taking the awardees as role models.

Name STD Marks
M. Manicka Raja | 12" std | 1106/ 1200
Thilagavathi 12" std | 1045/ 1200
Sharmila 10" std | 443/ 500
Karthik 10" std | 418/ 500
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Library

Senthamizh Library has books for both children and young people in both Tamil and
English. Library is being used by children in the weekends. In the coming year, we are
planning to computerize the library and allow children and young people to take the
books to home in free of cost.

High Lights:

e Many children books and audio video materials were bought during the book
festival.

e Ms. Eliane Suess of Friends of MADURAI SEED, Zurich subscribed to National
Geographic magazine for MADURAI SEED's library.

e The children book series published by National Book Trust got many fans in the
centers.

e OUP has sponsored Dolphin Series English lesson books. Volunteers conducted
classes with the help of these books in Vergal Arangam in a daily basis.

e Children books and books which children find useful and interesting were
shifted to Kanavugal Arangam where it is handy to take books whenever they
want to.

27.05.12 Volunteer Murugapandi talked about the importance of News Paper Reading.
He addressed upon various news happened in the last week.

14.07.12 Volunteer Karpaga Selvi conducted a class on How to use dictionaries?
And the abbreviations and symbols used in dictionaries.

29.07.12 News paper Analysis session conducted by Volunteer Murugapandi. He added
information about the history of many Tamil news papers.

31.08.12 Vandugal Arangam children and teaching volunteers visited in Madurai Book
Festival and enjoyed cultural performances by Dolphin school children.

03.09.12 Vergal Arangam children and teaching volunteers visited in Madurai Book
Festival

07.09.12 Kanavugal Arangam children and teaching volunteers visited in Madurai Book
Festiva
08.09.12 Thedalgal Arangam young people visited Madurai Book Festival

01.10.12 Books that National Book Trust published were read aloud in meetings
24.10.12 ¢ and discussed. In this way children are practiced to read aloud according
27.10.12 J to punctuations.
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Journals

Creative quotient is an important in human intelligence. Journals act as a platform to
children and young people to illustrate their creative writings. It aims to make a joyful
learning process through creative writing. There are journals for both children and young
people published in regular intervals about 500 copies each.

Puduyugam (New Era) is for children. There are 3 children representatives and one youth
in the editorial team.

09.05.12 Volunteers told stories that they heard in their childhood to the children.
In these programs volunteers used many story telling nuances to get the attention of
children. Children are encouraged to tell stories in the same manner.

14.05.12 Children wrote own songs for Vasantham Camp. They also composed tunes.

22.12.12 Children wrote stories, poems, and articles for Puduyugam Hand Writing
magazine.

25.03.13 Prepared annual journal consisted of children's creative writings and MADURAI
SEED's annual report 2012-13.

Particulars No.of. Children
Members with minimum subscription 13
Members with  100% Subscription 105
No. children received the Journal in free of cost 350
I e e it it .

Pudiya Velichangal (New Lights) is for young| "~ " Sl S

people.  Young people write their ideas, | ottt
experiences in interesting ways. Copies of the uBar Onans o sumdr |
pamphlet are being distributed in communal| ... .. oo 0 S oTTrTm el
functions, festivals, colleges, and so on. e S’ Sbilute. Arvdvalomise. S

sepfioas. LnecangEn. S pdd
B e N B e T ]
AT pruse scdudeser Soeavoes e Cells S0 ecia
Bpraetu b L e gl cB . o

04.05.12: Distributed Pudiya Velichangal | _  ooo = omms s mes o
pamphlets during Chithrai Festival | E— Lyt
20.03.13: Published motivating Stories for young | e #2 e B g i
people R e il

B
MADURAI SEED YOUNG PEOPLE FEDERATION (MSYF)
MADURALI SEED

B, 9442 THTO
e

C.Karpaga Jothi
Young People Journal Incharge
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Thenkoodu Children Bank
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This aims to make children aware about
saving and managing money. Children
are taking self- responsibility in their
educational expenses and ease the
burden of parents at the beginning of
the school. MADURAI SEED also gives
interest (gift money) to children to
motivate their interest.

This year children showed immense
interest in saving in the Thenkoodu

children's bank. The pass books were distributed in June 2012. Every Saturday, the entries|
were filled in the passbooks.

. On 11.06.12, the saving amount of Rs. 23,965 of 2011-12 was distributed to the

children.

. This year 2012-13, children saved Rs. 30513 and MADURAI SEED gives Rs. 6061 as
interest amount. This will be distributed to the children in June 2013.

2007-08

Savings of Children over Years

Rs. 26278

2008-09

Rs. 24314

Rs. 8262 I I

2009-10

Rs. 22818 Rs. 23965

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

Rs. 36398

Arangam wise Savings 2012-2013

Arangam Savings
Vandugal Arangam Rs, 2167
Vergal Arangam Rs. 11530
Kanavugal Arangam Rs. 22701
Total Rs. 36398

Top three places in Savings

Anantha Kumar (10" std) | Rs. 1848

Ramakrishnan (9" std) Rs. 1710

Suresh Kannan (11" std) Rs. 1704

Thenkoodu Bank Subscribers Details

Particulars No.of
Children
Total No.of Children Joined In Thenkoodu 134
Members With 100% Subscription 118
Members With Partial Subscription 16
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Young People Saving Scheme
There are 21 members in 3 groups, each group comprises of 07 members. And the each
group saved Rs.1000, 100 per head. Thus the three groups saved Rs.3000. They selected 1
person form each group and sponsor Rs.1000. Totally 3 members got benefited in a month.
No doubt that the amount is being very helpful to the young people for their educational
expenses.

Federations

MADURAI SEED Children Federation (MSCF)

MSCF acts as a body comprises of children leaders, club inchagers, and class
representatives. They are giving their participation in planning programs. It helps to
develop their leadership skills and communication skills.

Children Subscription Details | rarticulars No.of
Children
Total No.of Children Joined In MSCF 287
Members With 100% Subscription 134
Members With Partial Subscription 153

MSCF Election, 16" April 2012

MSCF election was conducted. Presidents and class representatives
were selected. Children are interestingly participated in the voting
process. Democracy is practiced during elections. Before the
candidates introduced themselves and why he should be selected.
The votes were counted on the same day and the winners were
announced.

Video Conference with KFR, 20" April 2012

; ‘) MADURAI SEED Kanavugal Arangam children spoke

M with students and teachers of KFR, a Swiss school

~ through video conferencing. It was a new
experience to children. They shared their education

‘ and happiness at MADURAI SEED.

‘,1 y ‘ -
B P . &

Annual Planning Meeting 30" April 2012
Children in groups discussed about the program planning of the upcoming year 2012-13.
They came with their own ideas and wishes for the future activities of MADURAI SEED. They
have given the meeting particulars to the financial trustee Mansurali. He assured the
activities for the upcoming year will be happen as per the wishes of the children.
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Children's Day, 14" November 2012

A special debate about children was conducted.
Children prepared their views on the topic “Where

MADURAY
CHILD Ri NS DA

children are happier; in school, at home, in the
street, at the play ground, with friends, in
MADURAI SEED, in the class room, with teachers.
Children have come up with their own ideas. They
advocated with others in favour of their ideas. They
defended and contrasted with other's points. Ms.
Victoria, a research student from USA, and former
volunteer Central Govt. Employee G. Suresh Kumar
took part in the program.

Representatives of various clubs

MADURAI SEED CHILDREN

Mathan & Sumathi, 12" std

Presidents

Martin Jeno, Gobika 4™ std

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

;‘;‘c’ff“'o" Joel, Vindhya 8 std Vergal Arangam: Rep
Karthik, Sharmila 11" std | Kanavugal Arangam: Rep
Bhavithra 4" std Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Senthamizh Library Namachivayam 8" Vergal Arangam: Rep

Surya 11" std

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Puduyugam Journal

Vijaya Lakshmi 7

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Gayathri 9" std

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Karthik 117 std

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Thenkoodu Children Bank

Velmurugan 4"

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Kaleeswaran 8™

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Jency Rani, 117

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Vanmugil Cultural Club

Abimani 6™

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Kaleeswari 7™

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Manipandi 117

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Galileo Science Club

Mahalakshmi 4™

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Sermathi 9™

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Muthaiya 12"

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Aagaya Gangai Social Science Club

Muthu Selvi 57

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Arun Kumar 8%

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Tamil Selvi 11"

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Suvadugal Sports Club

Deepak 5"

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Ramya 8"

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Varalakshmi 11™

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Annai Medical Club

Dharshini 4™

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Kannan 8"

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Shenbagam 11%"

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep

Mutram Literature Club

Viswanath 4™

Vandugal Arangam: Rep

Anantha Jothi 77

Vergal Arangam: Rep

Muthu Ganesh 11™"

Kanavugal Arangam: Rep
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MADURAI SEED Young People Federation (MSYF)

MSYF acts as a bridge between young people and MADURAI SEED administration. MADURAI
SEED relies 100% on its young people. This body plans activities for young people. Young
people act as role models for children. MSCF and MSYF are working together in order to
maintain a fruitful relationship between children and young people.

MSYF Election, 17.04.12

MSYF Election was conducted. Presidents, Club Inchargers, representatives were elected.
Their responsibilities were announced. They assured they'll give their best commitment to
the activities.

MSYF Presidents Saravana Kumar, Murugeswari

Representatives

Nagoor Raja, Thanga Lakshmi

Senthamizh Library Representative | Parvathi
Pudhuyugam Representative | Arun Kumar
Pudhiya Velichangal Representative | Karpaga Jothi

Thenkoodu Children Bank

Representative

Karpaga Selvi

Vanmugil Cultural

Representative

Thanga Lakshmi

Science Club Representative | Ramki
Social Science Club Representative | Janaki
Sports Club Representative | Ajith Kumar

Medical Club

Representative

Divya Bharathi

Literature Club

Representative

Astalakshmi

Holidays Activity

Representative

Ganesh Kumar, Ramaraj, Priya, Balamurugan

High Light: Youth Day

National Youth Day was celebrated on 12" January. Young people gathered in Thedalgal
Arangam. Advantages and difficulties of today's youth were discussed.

Skills and Personality Development Programs for Children and Young People

Trainings:

From 11" to 13" May 2012, type writin%
beginner level training was given to 11" and 12

std children and young people. Most of ou

young people were provided with Government'

free laptops. It was so nice to see the youn

people allow the children to use their laptop

for the training.
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Camera Handling:
On 22.05.12, volunteer Arunkumar, took a class on How to handle cameras, How to frame a
picture, to 10™, 11", 12" std children. 20 children took part in the training.

One Day Camp

_ On 02.05.12, Mr. Charles from SA Foundation
- conducted a camp for children. 45 children

¥ participated in the camp. In the Morning children
were given various topics to give a 5 minute
presentation. Then, Mr. Charles taught about
oratory skills and body languages. Competition on
'® finding Tamil appropriate words for English terms

. was conducted to make the children interesting
. towards mother tongue. Many jolly games were
conducted. Short films about hygienic life,
importance of education, child labour issue were

screened and discussed.

Vasantham Summer Camp 2012

Every year, MADURAI SEED conducts the
Vasantham Camp for children. This year the camp
was conducted from 16.5.12 to 20.5.12 between
the duration of 9.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. It was |
about getting to know and praise the five
different kinds of lands such as:

Kurinji (hills and mountain-based lands)

Mullai (forest and forest-based lands)

Marutham (Farms and agro-based lands)

Neidhal (oceans and water-based lands)

Palai (desert and sand-based lands)

As the five days were identified with five distinct kinds of lands, the camp took place in
various places, such as: Vandiyur Sundaram Park, Rajaji Children Park, Karumbalai
Community Hall and CESCI centre (2 Days), which have many connotations with the five
lands.




In this way, children were being provided with the knowledge and problematic conditions
that stand forth the five kinds of lands.

Volunteer P. Manikandan has given theatre practice for these five days. This drama practice
kindled and enhanced the imagination, leadership quality and oratory skills.

Children were taught to make innovative things using stones, useless clothes, pieces of
paper and wooden pieces.

Individual as well as group games were conducted for the children.

Many riddles, reasoning questions, memory games and concentration games which satisfy
their thirst of knowledge were also conducted.

In Kadavur village, the children trekked the hills.

In the evenings, cultural events were staged such as songs, dance and plays all centred on
the five lands.

Our Trustee Mariammal, Sabapathy, lawyer and farmer Mr. Samundeeswaran visited the
camp and congratulated the children and organizers.

On valedictory day, the participating children were awarded with certificates and gifts.

This Vasantham Camp was conducted entirely with the involvement of our young people.
The camp was organized by our trustees Karthik Bharathi, Mansur Ali and Mariammal.

nglish Learning Program
An English teaching program aims at improving basic English skills of the underprivileged
children and young people. The program focuses on teaching English in a simple and
interesting way. We make sure that the students get a friendly and informal environment so
that the learning process becomes easy and fruitful.

| -
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ACtlons' “Classes English teacher Mrs. Balambika conducted more than Benefited
through 25 classes which develop conversational skills. young people
phone

o8
Workshop Dr. Laura Villiger and John Potts taught a one day Benefited
T ToE T young people
22
Classes Dr. Laura Villiger taught 10 classes to the young people Benefited
using OUP English File- Intermediate Course Books. young people
18
Classes Mrs. Elavarasi conducted 8 classes to the young people Benefited
using OUP English File- Intermediate Course Books. young people
8

e Everydayinthe Children Education Centres, volunteers teach English to children for
one hour,

e Oxford University Press sponsored books which are used for 10 to 14 years old
children in the class rooms.
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Computer Classes:

Computer literacy is becoming a qualification for progress
in the 21* century. MADURAI SEED understood this reality.
In this year, many of our young people got free laptops
from the Tamil Nadu Government.

Our volunteer Ramaraj who is a Computer Science
graduate and now doing his Master's degree in Business
Administration took 15 hour of classes in the month of
December and January in basic computer operations,
maintenance, and Microsoft Word. 10 young people
benefited from the training.

Thalir Thiran Thittam:

Thalir Thiran Thittam' supports students with life skills and attitudes, which are important,
but not covered by the school curriculum. The program employs active participatory
learning methodology using a visual-audio learning kit. The lessons are developed by the
Aparajitha Foundation. MADURAI SEED is implementing this project since August 2012 to
March 2013. Totally, 23 classes were conducted. Games, Discussions, Songs, and activities
are making these classes very interesting to learn.

Date Lesson Facilitator No. of. No.of.
Children | Young People
06.08.12 Introduction to TTT Ariara Velan, Venmugil 12
11.08.12 Win by transcending barriers 1 Ariara Velan 10
18.08.12 Win by transcending barriers 2 Sivagurunathan 09
25.08.12 Handling examination pressure 1 Karpagam 40 10
01.09.12 Handling examination pressure 2 Thangam 45 05
08.09.12 Win with Self confidence 1 Mohan 30 12
09.09.12 Win with Self confidence 2 Arun 45 12
29.09.12 Being gender sensitive 1 Saranya 30 06
06.10.12 Being gender sensitive 2 Saranya 30 06
26.12.12 Win with self respect Venmugil 20
26.12.12 Win with perseverance Senthil 35
27.12.12 Respecting Parents Venmugil 33
27.12.12 Win by avoiding wastage Senthil 30
28.12..12 | Win by handling bullying Venmugil 30
28.12.12 Win by appreciating Senthil 30
05.01.13 Win with goal setting 1 Karthikbharathi 50 29
12.01.13 Win with goal setting 1 Arun 45 11
13.01.13 Win with goal setting 2 Arun 43 10
15.01.13 Win with goal setting 3 Arun 40 12
16.01.13 Win with goal setting 4 Arun 40 12
26.01.13 Win with goal setting 5 Ramaraj 40 10
29.03.13 Win by cultivating friendships Karthik Bharathi 20
30.03.13 Understanding Nature Arun Kumar 20




«37 -

Field Trips/ Tours
Date Place Purpose
04.05.12 Chithrai Festival in Meenakshi temple Witness culture specific festivals
and Tallakulam
19.05.12 Kadavur hill Trekking, Vasantham Camp Activity
23.05.12 Chithrai Festival- Government Witness Hand- Crafts
Exhibition Recreation
02.06.12 Suruli Falls, Thekkadi Forest, Vaigai Making a bondage with nature
Dam
16.06.12 Goa- Beaches, Churches, Museums Admiration to the teaching volunteers
Service of 5 years, Refreshment,
recreation.
18.08.12 Science Train Exhibition Biodiversity Galileo Science Club Activity
Express
02.1012 Alagar Temple/hills Trekking, Galileo Science Club Activity
21.10.12 Dasra Festival- Meenakshi Temple Witness culture specific festivals
29.11.12 Murugan Temple Witness Culture Specific Festival
26.12.12 Tamukkam Exhibition Witness Folklore arts, Hand-Crafts.

Adventurous and unique travel to Goa

For many of the young people it was their first journey outside of Tamil Nadu state.
20 young people (13 boys and 7 girls) left Madurai on 16" June. We went by train. It took 30
hours to reach Madagoan Junction via Chennai. We had arranged a home stay arrangement
there. It was like we were lost in a different world, the language, the buildings, the culture,
the atmosphere and the climate were very different. We understood that it would be a
unique travel experience.

In cinemas, we have seen Goa as a beach paradise. But Goa is more than just
beaches. It has a soul which goes deep into a unique history, a rich culture, the architecture,
churches, museums, its cuisine and the prettiest natural sceneries.

We spent two days (18" and 19" June 2012) in South Goa. South Goa keeps the rich
Portuguese tradition even now. We saw Colva, Benaulium, Dona Paula and Banjim beaches.
Young people played in the water and shore. We didn't miss to see St. Francis Church, Old
Goa Church, Archaeological Museum, Margoa Market and an Aquarium.

The trip was arranged as an honour to the volunteers who
have rendered their service for 3-5 years like volunteers
Muruganpandi, Marimuthu, P. Manikandan, Maruthupandi and
Ashok. It was a refreshment, rejuvenation and utterly new
adventure to all the young people.

We have left Goa on the night of 19" and reached Madurai on
the morning of 21* via Kerala. So, we connected 4 states in the
travel: Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Goa.
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; This trip taught children to respect and appreciate
nature as well as to be sensitive towards
environment issues. The trip included three scenic
places.

At midnight of 02.06.12, 43 children and 6 volunteers
left for the nature tour by bus. The bus was full otJ;
songs, dances, and jokes. We reached Thekkadi 1'n%
Kerala at about 4 in the early morning. Thekkadi is aI
reserved forest. Only a minimum amount of people
are permitted in a day. It is known as tiger and
elephant sanctuary. But we didn't get to see any of
them. We saw deer, big squirrels, lots of birds and
4y grass lands and the big lake.

Then we headed over to Suruli falls. The children

took a bath in the falls. No one really wanted to get
out from the icy, tasty water then, and they had their lunch in the river bank at Veerapandi.
In the evening, they visited the Vaigai Dam and the Garden associated to that. There were a
lot of flowers and plants. Volunteer Muruganpandi told the history of the Dam and Hydro
Power plant there.

Children were filled with joy and greenish experiences.

Education Guidance/ Carrier Guidance/ Counselling/ Govt. Exams

For Children:

e 2012, April 01 to17: Model annual exams were conducted to children from 6" to 8" std.
Volunteers taught children how to prepare for the examinations. They corrected the
papers, and taught about presenting expected answers in a neat manner.

e 2012, April 02 to 22: Special coaching and model exams were conducted to 10" std
children.

e On 04.04.12, former volunteers Amutha and Saranya encouraged 10" std children on
their commencement of annual exam, talked about do's and don'ts before exam.

e Children are supported in getting admissions for 11" std. Awareness created about
branches in higher secondary education. 20 children joined in various groups like Bio-
Maths, Engineering, Accountancy, and Computer science.

For Young People:

B 06.06.12 to 31. 06.12, Tamil and Maths classes for competitive exams (TNPSC Group

IV and VAO) were conducted for young people by Karthik bharathi and Mansur.
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Margazhi Utsav, 29" December 2012

We celebrate this along with Karumbalai community. The
people begin to expect this function every December. 35
people took part in the Rangoli competition. In the evening,
“African- Aerobics” dance was performed in the street.
People of Karumbalai enjoyed the event. Children made caps

illustrating inspiring quotes.
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Vanmugil Cultural Fest, 12" February 2013

At Gandhi museum children displayed their drawings. Young
display. Three colorful dance
performances which are choreographed by the volunteers

people made a Rangoli

added immense beauty to the program.

Film Screenings

15.04.12 | Marina 07.05.12 | Nanban
08.05.12 | Kazhugu 10.05.12 | 12 Rounds
25.05.12 | Vaagai Suda Vaa 24.06.12 | Kung Fu Panda
08.07.12 | Enakku Illaiya Kalvi? 08.08.12 | Toy Story 2
15.08.12 | Madurai in 1945 and 02.09.12 | Toy Story 3

First Independence Day 1947
28.09.12 | Adventures of Tin Tin

Suvadugal Sports Club
Sports Meet, 27"~ 30" August 2012

A sports meet was conducted for four
days. Indoor, outdoor and traditional
games were conducted. Children were
divided into 5 groups. Individual games

were conducted in three levels: Sub-

Junior, Junior and Senior. In group games

all people took part. Totally, 5 group
games and 8 individual games were

conducted. The team “Miracle Squad”
bagged the Rolling Trophy. Winners were

awarded with certificates.
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MUTRAM LITERATURE CLUB

14.05.12: Children involved in writing songs in their own for Vasantham summer camp.
They also added music for them.

29.05.12: O. Mohan conducted games like word puzzles, riddles, cross word puzzles.
15.07.12: Volunteer Muruga Pandi conducted word building games to children

AAGAYA GANGAI SOCIAL SCIENCE CLUB

04.05.12: Children were taught about seeing festivals in a social perspective regardless
of religious boundaries.

28.05.12: Volunteer Saravana Kumar conducted a picture quiz based on Indian history
and tourism.

21.10.12: Dasra Festival (Nava Raathiri) at Meenakshi amman temple. Legendary stories
from Epics and Vedas were explained visually by idols.

23.10.12: Saraswathi Pooja in Kanavugal Arangam. Lamps, Crackers, and colorful Rangoli
made the function so beautiful.

26.12.12: 50 children and 20 young people visited exhibition in Tamukkam ground. They
witnessed hand crafts like Veg-carving, sand sculptures, models of rockets, Eifel tower,
and folk dances and music.

GALILEO SCIENCE CLUB

18.08.12: Bio diversity train expo at Koodal
Nagar Junction. 2 children took part in the
drawing competition. There were many
photographs and fact files about wild life in
India which children find interesting and feel
the responsibility to protect nature.

02.10.12: Trekking Alagar temple hills. Pollution
awareness, 32 children 10 young people
participated.

Annai Medical Club
10.06.12: The newly enrolled children in MADURAI SEED education centres were given clean
and hygienic awareness like hair trimming and dressing, clothing,



Celebrations/ Special Days/ Festivals

‘These special days and celebrations give chances to display their skills, to work as a team
‘and to enhance planning and execution skills. Children and Young People are working for
‘the success of these programs in a fun and creative manner outside the classrooms.

‘Tamil New Year, 14" April

Children and Young People gathered in Kanavugal Arangam. A Common Prayer session was
conducted. Volunteer. Arun Kumar introduced writer S.Ramakrishnan's Children Story
'Serious.

Student's Day, 15" July
National Leader Kamaraj's birthday is being celebrated as Education Development Day. We
‘at MADURAI SEED also celebrate that event. Children came up with the drawings, songs, and
'speeches about Kamaraj

Independence Day, August 15"

‘Sumathi (12" std) and Vignesh (10" std) jointly hoisted the national
flag. In the evening drawing competition for children was conducted. |
Volunteers also conducted a quiz program on Indian freedom § .
struggle.

'Ramzan, August 20"

Children added colors to the Ramzan function by dances, songs,
land skits which connected to Islamic traditions. Volunteer Nagoor
‘and other Muslim children brought Briyani, a signature dish of
'Ramzan and shared with other children.

Teacher's day, September 5"

Children came up with gifts, cards for their beloved volunteers. Some
of them wrote songs on their favorite teaching volunteers. Children
‘enacted drama about the importance of teachers in the society. This
program is an evidence of friendly and jovial relationship between
our teaching volunteers and children. Our supporter Parri Ganesan
‘along with his wife Kalai and son Aryan grace the function.

Diwali, November 11, 12, 13"

In MADURAI SEED Diwali was celebrated in a grand manner. On
11.11.13, children and young people gathered at Kanavugal |g
‘Arangam. Former volunteers John Browney (teacher), Chella
Pandi (Police), Pethu Raja (Safety engineer), Amutha
((Teacher), Saranya (Teacher), O. Manikandan (Engineer) took
part in the celebration and shared their life with MADURAI
SEED. It is very sure; the children get inspirations from the
‘elders. There were cultural programs given the children.
Sweets and Crackers were distributed to children.

'On 12.11.13, Young People gathered along with the trustees Karthik Bharathi, Mansurali and
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Mariammal. Trustees admired the young people for their
committed work at MADURAI SEED. They also discussed about
future plans. Young People wore same colored dresses.

On 13.11.12 Diwali Day, Children came to MADURAI SEED
centres with their new dresses. They shared wishes and
sweets to each other. Individual photographs were taken and
given to children.

Christmas 24" & 25" December

On 24" a carol rally was arranged. Of 9" std became Santa. He
went to every MADURAI SEED Christian student's house and
gave cards and sweets.

On 25", Children have conducted a eye-catching program.
Volunteers. Saranya coordinated the function. Children
enacted skits preaching Christian values. Many sung
gospels. Ms. Saranya choreographed a wonderful dance too

New Year's Eve and New Year Day 2013

On 31.12.12, Students of TVS Teacher Training Academy Mr.
Aravind, Mr. Ravi, Mr. Karthikeyan, Ms. Sophia took part in the
event. It is notable that our volunteers Karpaga Jothi, Thanga
lakshmi, and Mohan who are studying in the same college
invited them. They spoke about their education, their
achievements, how they came up in life, and their goals. This
gave our children and young people an inspirational start into
the New Year.

On 01.01.13, Mr. Rathnavel Kumar, student of PSNA Engineering
College who is a friend of our volunteer Ramki gave a
motivational speech, a suitable speech for a new run.
Participants are provided with tea and snack.

Pongal, 14" January

Pongal, tamil cultural festival was celebrated in front of the
program office. Children and young people came in traditional #
suits. Pongal and Vegtable Rice was prepared and distributed to |
all with Sugarcane. Margazhi Utsav Rangoli Competion winners
were awarded with prizes.
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Republic Day, 26" January

MADURAI SEED Young People federation Leader P. Saravana
‘Kumar hoisted the national flag and gave a brief talk about
Republic day. Participants were provided with Sweet &
Snack.

Institution Day, 12" February

Institution Day was celebrated grandly at Kumarappa Shed
'in Gandhi Museum. It is celebrated along with Vanmugil
Cultural Fest. Children and Young people divided the tasks
between themselves and started preparations before a
week. While Children brought a Painting display, Young
People displayed their Rangoli expertise. Annual Report
was presented by the children. Three colourful dance
performances were given by the children choreographed
by the young people. Dr. Laura Villiger and Mr. Martin of
'Friends of MADURAI SEED, Trustees Karthik bharathi and Mariammal, some former
volunteers took part in the program and appreciated the developments of children and
'young people. Dinner was provided to all.

Women's Day, 8" March

MADURAI SEED believe the concept “Women are the real architects of society”. Women's day
was celebrated in Kanavugal Arangam with all women students and volunteers. The function
‘acted as a space for women to make friendship, fun, and understand each other

'Public Service 04.05.12 & 05.05.12

Every year, MADURAI SEED provides drinking water and butter-
milk during Chithrai Festival in Madurai. MADURAI SEED
provided butter-milk and water Tallakulam and Anna Nagar.
Nearly 3000 people were benefited by that service.

Participations/ Networking

Participations:

»  MADURAI SEED children have benefited from three workshops conducted by
Arunachalam Jesudasan (AJ) Trust.. Children were taught how to improve hand
writing skills and memory skills.

e 4 young people took part in the work shop for professional college students on
Effective Communication skills JC Residency, Lady Doak College Road, Chokkikulam,
Madurai. Date and Day: 24" October 2012, AJ Trust.

e  MADURAI SEED children took part in the Mother Teresa Trust's program on
“Remembering Teresa”.

e Ms. Lisa from Dalyan Foundation, Switzerland visited our education centres. Dalyan
Foundation is going to support our initiatives in many ways.

e 0On 30.12.12, 10 girl children and 2 volunteers took part in the annual day function
of Sudar, a women development organization.

e 0On 07.01.13, Girl volunteers taught how to make Kolam to Massachusetts
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university students at CM Centre.

Participations of Trustees/ Staff

e 0On 03.11.12, Karthik Bharathi, Mansurali and Arun took part in the seminar and
book releasing function of writer Imaiyam on Honor Killings and its horror face
organized by Evidence organization.

e Arun Kumar and Mansurali took part in Aparajitha Foundation's “Thalir Thiran
Thittam day on 23. 11. 12 at Hotel North Gate.

e 0On27.12.12 9 children, 2 young people, Karthik Bharathi and Mansurali took part
in a meeting held to honor land rights activist Mr. P.V. Raja Gopal at Gandhi
Museum conducted by Ekta Parishad .

e Karthik Bharathi and Arun Kumar took part in the Asha for Education’s national
conference held in Bangalore on 23" and 24" of March 2012

Developments

Building Roof

Vergal Arangam, the study centre for 5" to 8" standard children was functioned in an open
upstairs. Children had no classes during monsoon. They are distracted by the noises arising
from the streets. But now with the help of Asha-Boston it was roofed this year. 80 to 100
children benefit from the evening classes here. We thank Asha Boston Volunteers and
especially Melli Annamalai. It became possible by her effort. Thanks a lot.

Before Roofing After Roofing
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New Building
MADURAI SEED has been functioning in 6
rental places: the office, the library,
vandugal Arangam, vergal Arangam,
kanavugal Arangam, and thedalgal Arangam.
In 2012-13, we have managed to get a lease
building worth 7 lakhs for Vandugal Arangam
‘which was financially supported by Friends
of MADURAI SEED. Before, the centre was an
open upstairs. So children had no classes
during monsoon. There are many
inconveniences in the open floor. Now, an
adequate place with good ventilation and
light has been got in lease. This is an
important step forward in our development. It can accommodate 80 to 100 children. On
12.02.13, the room was dedicated to the
children. Former volunteers and house owners,
'who were the reasons for our development for
these many years, were invited to the function.
Former volunteers Balamurugan, Thanga
Velayutham, Ganesh babu, Saranya, Amutha,
Mohan; house owners Mr. Palchamy, Mrs.
Vasantha, Mrs. Amutha Rajasekar, Mrs. Meenl.
Mr. Veeman, Mr. Yahiya Khan; well-wishers
Senthil Kumar, Mrs. Kamala, Mr. Chandra Sekar,
Mrs. Saroja, Mr. Krishnasamy, Mrs. Velamani,
trustees Karthik bharathi, Ms. Mariammal and
Mansurali took part and graced the opening
ceremony. Laura Villiger, John Potts and Martin
of Friends of MADURAI SEED opened and
dedicated the building to the children. Trustee Karthik bharathi introduced the chief
invitees and shared the history and developments of MADURAI SEED. Rohini, a student of
Vandugal Arangam, gave the welcome address. Volunteer Arun Kumar gave the vote of
‘thanks. Children's cultural performances were enjoyed by all. The guests were given
memorandums and dinner.

Site visit to Karumbalai, Madurai
By Prof. E. Annamalai, father of Asha-MIT/Boston volunteer Melli Annamalai

| At the request of Melli, | visited Maduai SEED in Karumbalai, Madurai in the forenoon of August
31 and had a conversation for about two hours with Karthik and Mansur, the prime movers of the
centre and two of its trustees. The students were in school, as it was a Friday.

| discussed specifically the issues in two areas: the prospects of students who did professional
courses after plus two. So far about six students have done this. The two professional courses
are engineering (BE)and education (BEd). Though these students scored very good marks at the
plus 2 exam, the competition is stiff that they are not able to get admission either in top notch
colleges (i.e. colleges which where companies come in for campus interviews) or in sought-
after courses such as computer science. Nor or they able to get the seats earmarked for the



government fixed tuition fee, which is a small fee. They have to pay the higher fee fixed for the
management seats in private colleges. (However they do not pay the higher capitation fee, a
“donation” to the college). Both engineering students are employed: one (mechanical) in a local
company (but his salary could be better) and another (civil) in a construction company in Dubai.
The BEd students are yet to find employment. It is common for private institutions to demand a
price to offer a teaching position.

Parents now do not have any informed guidance on helping their children with carrer decisions.
They are motivated by the success of some students from the town and from Karumbalai itself
(not all of them through SEED, for example one family was helped by the fact that their father
has low level government job and had contacts with the senior staff in the office). They see the
life style change (Karthik's words) of such students, who by their well- paying jobs enter the
middle class in two or three years after college. When their wards do not achieve this, they are
disappointed, but are not discouraged.

It is my suggestion to ASHA to create a mechanism to give the students and their parents advice
regarding course selection college selection, job selection and to provide opportunities for
contact between these students and their prospective employers.

There are lots of government schemes to support financially the education of the children of
poor parents. They include totally free education to the first graduate from a poor family,
stipend for girls in college, tuition waiver etc. These are restricted to students admitted into
public colleges. Karumbalai students’ scores, even though very good relatively speaking, do not
get them a seat in these institutions. There are an excessive number of private colleges, who are
looking for fee paying students for their survival and students like those from Karumbalai join
them. But their job prospects are low.

Opting for ITIs after the tenth standard is not attractive because there are very few such
government run institutions with affordable fees and the students from Karumbalai do not get
scores competitive enough to get into them. Private ITIs charge heavy fees. Also the ambition to
get into the middle class is there, as mentioned above. Parents are not willing to wait for the
children of their children to achieve this.

| asked for the reason why the choice of professional courses is not diverse. | specifically asked
about courses like one on Animation, which is now introduced for a degree or a diploma in an
increasing number of colleges and is also taught in privately run vocational courses. Karthik's
answer was that Karumabalai students’ creative aptitude and skills are below bar. This was an
unexpected answer given the focus on creative activities in the SEED centre. May the difference
is one of class or rural vs. urban. This problem needs to be looked into.

One vocational course outside the college system that some students from Karumbalai have
opted for is tourism management. This however needs better communication skills, which
Karumbalai students need to sharpen.



The second area of issue that | discussed was the issue of students who are severely lagging
behind in their studies compared to what they should be at their grade level. It is a major
problem in the city corporation schools in Karumbalai that a majority of them read below their
|grade level. This has a cascading effect in other subjects. Karthik takes special classes in these
schools for these students in Tamil and Maths. He does not feel competent in doing this for
'English and Science SEED gives additional coaching in its evening classes. But these do not seem
|to be enough. There are larger issues behind this problem many of which relate to either teacher
lapathy or incompetence. Teacher apathy comes from the policy decision of the state that no
students should be failed up to the ninth standard. The mechanism built into this policy for
continuing evaluation throughout the year does not seem to work. Students come to the tenth
Istandard without cumulatively building their knowledge and skills. They are made to cram and
coached to pass the Board exam by ingenious ways. The incompetence of teachers (i.e. lack of,
or indifference to updating themselves, lack of re-orientation for in-service teachers) is
reflected in this fact. As per the new policy of the government, the curriculum and the learning
materials are the same for the private (matriculation) schools and public (government and
aided) schools. This was introduced a year ago in spite of much opposition from the management
of private schools. After one year of implementation, the public school students have not done
better compared to their performance in previous years, a study points out. The new common
curriculum is generally praised by educationists as to their striving for quality and equality.

My suggestion to ASHA is to review the teacher intervention programs in public schools with
regard to the common curriculum and seen if there is room for its intervention. SEED could be
the nodal agency for such an intervention program for the public schools in Madurai area. This is
to augment government efforts in this regard.

The problem of lagging behind in learning could be approached from two perspectives. One is
reaching the appropriate level in each grade within the government schools. The other is to
match the level with private schools. Both can be done in an integrative manner. ASHA should see
the larger educational scene in the state and push SEED in the direction of adapting itself to
meet the new challenges. It obviously would need resources, material and human. | found SEED
to be at cross-roads at the moment both with regard to its personnel and its programs. | could
instinctively sense the dilemma in both Karthik and Mansur. Both want to have decent support to
Imaintain their families and meet their aspirations. They are looking for opportunities outside
NGO world. Working with an NGO is not stable.

/When | asked both of them what they expect from ASHA specifically, they said the maintenance
support it is receiving must be received in time. Now there is even a delay of one month, which
among other things, makes SEED lose its credibility (For example, the not-so-better-off woman
'who has rented her house to SEED becomes unhappy when the rent is not paid on time).

Second, the decision about Fellowship for Karthik needs to be taken quickly.

They asked about the state of opening an ASHA chapter in Madurai.

In sum, SEED needs not only the material and moral support of ASHA, it will also benefit from
some guidance with regard to tackling the slow learning problem and college / career
counselling for Karumbalai successful high school graduates
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Site Visit- FMS

Dr. Laura Villiger, Prof. John Potts and Mr. Martin of Friends of MADURAI SEED visited
MADURAI SEED in February. Laura and Martin are colleagues in KFR School. They visited
our education centres and talked with the young people and children. They also took part
in the Vandugal Arangam Opening Ceremony, Institution Day, and Vanmugil Cultural Fest.
There were discussions upon the developments of children and young people, English
training for children and young people, teacher training for young people, collaboration
with Dalyan Foundation, the KFR scholarship fund, future plans and financial supports.
Laura and John taught a one day workshop on reading and vocabulary building skills at
Hotel North Gate. 22 young people benefited from the training.

Dr. Laura Villiger taught 10 classes using OUP's New English File intermediate lesson book
to the volunteers.

Participants of English Workshop taught by Laura Villiger and John Potts

Casiran® GLoBMEAST ki OLMMLLTATISEET  Qevenehias e B OummyLLTaTT
K ApgJLiLImemmmy
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Visitors
Date Name Notes

02.05.12 | Charles, Social Worker, Madurai Conducted one day camp

16.05.12 | Samundeeswaran, Lawyer& Farmer, Madurai Guest Speaker- Vasantham Camp

19.05.12 | Sabapathy, Teach er, Madurai Guest- Vasantham Camp

25.07.12 | Lisa, Dalyan Foundation, Switzerland Site Visit

06.08.12 | Ariaravelan, Venmathi from Aparajitha Introduced Thalir Thiran Thittam, Taught a
Foundations model class
Dr. Annamalai, Linguist, USA Site Visit
V.Mariammal, Trustee, MADURAI SEED Vergal Arangam Inauguration after roofing

17.10.12 | Herbert & Silvia, Switzerland Visit

05.11.12 | Victoria, Researcher, USA Site Visit

02.07.12 | Mr. Andiyappan, Correspondent Guests- Scholarship Providing Function
Mrs. Geetha, Head Mistress
T.S.U.M. High School

04.07.12 | Mr. Rajendran, Head Master Guests- Scholarship Providing Function
Mrs. Chithra, Assistant Head
Elango Corporation School

05.07.12 | Mr. Prema, Head Mistress Guest- Scholarship Providing Function
Anupanadi Corporation School

04.12.12 | Agri- college Students Library Site Visit

17.12.12 | Ragithan Family Guest

31.12.12 | TVS B.Ed. College Students Guest New Years Eve Celebration
Aravind, ravi, Sophia, Karthik

01.01.13 | Rathnavel. Eng.Student Guest: New Year Celebration

20.01.13 | Mahesh, Christine, Rueg, martin, Judith, Mike Site Visit
from Swistzerland

11.02.13 | Dr. Laura, President of Friends of MADURAI Site Visit, Teaching workshop
SEED, Teacher at KFR

12.02.13 | Mr. Martin, Teacher at KFR Site Visit

13.02.13 | Dr. John Potts, Member of Friends of MADURAI | Site visit, Teaching workshop

SEED, Teacher trainer
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